[image: ]
Weekly update from GOV.​UK for:
Department of Health and Social Care

User-led organisation training fund grant determination: 2026 to 2027
Page summary:
A grant determination letter outlining funding conditions and eligibility requirements to claim funding for user-led organisations in adult social care.
Change made:
First published.
Time updated:
11:35am, 16 March 2026

User-led organisation training fund: a guide for claimants
Page summary:
This guidance outlines the criteria and process for accessing funding for user-led organisations in adult social care. 
Change made:
First published.
Time updated:
11:35am, 16 March 2026

Adults assessed and supported year in employment grant determination: 2026 to 2027
Page summary:
A grant determination letter outlining funding conditions and eligibility requirements to claim funding for the assessed and supported year in employment in adult social care.
Change made:
First published.
Time updated:
11:45am, 16 March 2026

Adults assessed and supported year in employment for newly qualified social workers: a guide for employers
Page summary:
Guidance outlining the criteria and process for accessing funding for the assessed and supported year in employment in adult social care. 
Change made:
First published.
Time updated:
11:45am, 16 March 2026

Adult Social Care Learning and Development Support Scheme grant determination: 2025 to 2026
Page summary:
Grant determination for the Adult Social Care Learning and Development Support Scheme in the financial year 2025 to 2026.
Change made:
Updated to add a line to section ‘1. Adult social care employer (the recipient)’ in ‘Definition of terms’ outlining how employers are required to keep the relevant ASC Workforce Data Set records up to date, when submitting claims on behalf of one or more corporate subsidiaries. Also added a line to both section ‘9. Senior responsible officer’ in ‘Definition of terms’ and section 7. ‘Declaration requirements’ of ‘Grant conditions’ stating that when a new SRO joins a claimant organisation, they are required to re-sign the grant determination letter.
Time updated:
11:49am, 16 March 2026

Adult Social Care Learning and Development Support Scheme: a guide for employers
Page summary:
Information for adult social care employers in England on learning and development support.
Change made:
Updated the guide for employers by added a line stating that reimbursement cannot be guaranteed; that the funding pots for the LDSS and for Oliver’s Training are both limited; and that ASC employers are encouraged to submit their claims as soon as they have the evidence. Also added a line outlining how employers are required to keep the relevant ASC Workforce Data Set records up to date when submitting claims on behalf of one or more corporate subsidiaries. Updated ‘Eligible training courses and qualifications’ with the latest available courses.
Time updated:
11:49am, 16 March 2026

Adult Social Care Learning and Development Programme
Page summary:
Guidance and grant determination letters for adult social care employers, covering the Learning and Development Support Scheme, assessed and supported year in development, and user-led organisation training funds.
Change made:
Updated the collection to include guidance and grant determination letters covering the assessed and supported year in employment, and user-led organisation training funds.
Time updated:
11:50am, 16 March 2026

Taskforce set up to deliver urgent action on maternity
Page summary:
Members confirmed for new Maternity and Neonatal taskforce chaired by the Health and Social Care Secretary to deliver improvements on maternity
Change made:
First published.
Time updated:
6:00am, 17 March 2026

Chikungunya vaccine for UK travellers: JCVI advice, 16 July 2025
Page summary:
Statement setting out advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) on the use of chikungunya vaccines in UK travellers.
Change made:
Added a note about the Commission on Human Medicines’ (CHM) safety review and advice on the restrictions of the use of the IXCHIQ® vaccine. 
Time updated:
10:09am, 17 March 2026

Medicines eligible for Northern Ireland MHRA Authorised Route
Page summary:
Sets out medicines that can be moved to Northern Ireland to meet patient need.
Change made:
Updated to remove products from the list. Removed: Dapagliflozin 5mg/Metformin 1g tablets; Metronidazole 0.75% gel; Epistatus 2.5mg/0.25ml oromucosal solution pre-filled oral syringes – Midazolam 2.5mg/0.25ml oromucosal solution pre-filled oral syringes sugar free; Imvanex vaccine suspension for injection 0.5ml vials – Smallpox vaccine (live) suspension for injection 0.5ml vials; Xermelo 250mg tablets – Telotristat 250mg tablets; Topotecan 4mg/4ml concentrate for solution for infusion vials.
Time updated:
11:44am, 17 March 2026

Secretary of State update to the House on meningitis outbreak
Page summary:
The Secretary of State Wes Streeting updated the House on the meningitis outbreak and the latest steps being taken to support those affected.
Change made:
First published.
Time updated:
1:24pm, 17 March 2026

Asthma and COPD patients to receive better care closer to home
Page summary:
Asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease patients will receive better care closer to home under a landmark £10million partnership 
Change made:
First published.
Time updated:
1:30pm, 17 March 2026

Neighbourhood health framework
Page summary:
How ICBs, local authorities, health and wellbeing boards and other partners should create and deliver neighbourhood health services.
Change made:
First published.
Time updated:
3:31pm, 17 March 2026

UK Clinical Research Delivery key performance indicators
Page summary:
Official statistics in development on the delivery of globally competitive clinical research through the UK Clinical Research Delivery programme.
Change made:
Added ‘UK Clinical Research Delivery key performance indicators: data to February 2026’.
Time updated:
9:30am, 18 March 2026

UK Clinical Research Delivery key performance indicators: data to February 2026
Page summary:
Report bringing together data on the delivery of globally competitive clinical research through the UK Clinical Research Delivery programme.
Change made:
First published.
Time updated:
9:30am, 18 March 2026

Review of CQC Regulation 9A: visiting and accompanying in care homes, hospitals and hospices
Page summary:
Seeks views from individuals, professionals and organisations about visiting and accompanying in care homes, hospitals and hospices in England since Regulation 9A came into force on 6 April 2024.
Change made:
Added link to the post-implementation review pro forma.
Time updated:
10:52am, 18 March 2026

Voluntary scheme aggregate net sales and payment information: February 2026
Page summary:
Information on how the 2024 voluntary scheme for branded medicines pricing, access and growth (VPAG) is controlling spend on branded medicines in the NHS.
Change made:
First published.
Time updated:
11:30am, 18 March 2026

VPAG quarterly net sales and payment information
Page summary:
Information on how the voluntary scheme for branded medicines pricing, access and growth (VPAG) is controlling spend on branded medicines in the NHS.
Change made:
Added ‘Voluntary scheme aggregate net sales and payment information: February 2026’.
Time updated:
11:30am, 18 March 2026

Stronger visiting rights for people in health and care settings
Page summary:
The government will better protect and strengthen the visiting rights for people in health and care settings, following a review of Regulation 9a.
Change made:
First published.
Time updated:
12:05pm, 18 March 2026

Life sciences competitiveness indicators
Page summary:
Annual data on the life sciences sector in the UK and other countries.
Change made:
Added Life sciences competitiveness indicators, 2026.
Time updated:
9:30am, 19 March 2026

Abortion statistics for England and Wales: 2023
Page summary:
Statistics and commentary on abortions carried out in 2023.
Change made:
Added ‘Clinic data tables: 2023’. 
Time updated:
9:30am, 19 March 2026

Life sciences competitiveness indicators, 2026
Page summary:
Data on the life sciences sector in the UK and other countries.
Change made:
First published.
Time updated:
9:30am, 19 March 2026

Pathways between probation and addiction: a follow-up study
Page summary:
Study of alcohol or drug treatment requirements assessing engagement and reconviction outcomes using justice (including probation notes) and health data. 
Change made:
First published.
Time updated:
10:00am, 19 March 2026

DHSC guidance on laying accounts in Parliament
Page summary:
Provides guidance on how DHSC group bodies should lay their annual report and accounts before Parliament.
Change made:
Published replacement guidance.
Time updated:
10:17am, 19 March 2026

The Organs, Tissues and Cells (apart from embryos and gametes) Common Framework
Page summary:
Sets out how the UK and devolved governments ​will ​continue to work closely and collaboratively together on organs and non-reproductive tissues and cells policy.
Change made:
First published.
Time updated:
1:28pm, 19 March 2026

The Blood Safety and Quality Common Framework
Page summary:
Sets out how the UK and devolved governments will continue to work closely and collaboratively together on blood safety and quality policy.
Change made:
First published.
Time updated:
1:28pm, 19 March 2026

Ordering and retaining medical certificates of cause of death (MCCDs)
Page summary:
Guidance for GP practices, hospitals, hospices and medical examiner offices about when to order more MCCDs and what to do with completed MCCDs.
Change made:
Added box explaining that from 1 June 2026 MCCDs must be ordered from NHSBSA.
Time updated:
2:15pm, 19 March 2026

Code on Genetic Testing and Insurance
Page summary:
This is an agreement between the government and the Association of British Insurers (ABI) on the use of genetic test results in underwriting insurance policies.
Change made:
Additional text has been added on page 13 under ‘What is the process for changing the list of relevant predictive genetic tests in Appendix I?. Details are in a box at the top of the page and in the PDF.
Time updated:
2:18pm, 19 March 2026

Water fluoridation: health monitoring report for England 2026
Page summary:
The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) monitors and reports on the health effects of fluoride for people living in areas covered by water fluoridation schemes.
Change made:
First published.
Time updated:
2:38pm, 20 March 2026

Submitting an application for review by the ACBS
Page summary:
How to apply to have nutritional or dermatological products reviewed by the Advisory Committee on Borderline Substances (ACBS).
Change made:
Updated ACBS meetings and submission closing dates and removed the section ‘Hard copy applications’.
Time updated:
2:42pm, 20 March 2026
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